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If you exceed your allowance of demerit points 
in NSW, your licence will be suspended or your 
application for a new licence or renewal of an 
existing licence will be refused.
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The Demerit Points Scheme is a nation-wide program that allocates penalty points 
(demerits) for various driving offences. This means that demerit points accumulated 
interstate are also recorded against your New South Wales driver’s licence, or demerit 
points accumulated in New South Wales are recorded against your interstate licence.

Demerit points in New South Wales 

If within any 3 year period you incur a certain number of demerit points in New South 
Wales or any other Australian state or territory, your licence will be suspended or your 
application for a new licence or renewal of your existing licence will be refused. This 
period is calculated backwards from the date of your most recent offence.

A learner driver may, by lodging an application with the local court, appeal a decision to 
suspend or refuse them a licence because of accumulated demerit points. However, for 
an unrestricted licence, no appeal is possible against suspension or refusal because of 
demerit points. 

If you drive after your licence is suspended or refused you will be charged and heavy 
penalties, including a possible jail sentence, may be imposed by a court. 

The laws that deal with demerit points in New South Wales are the Road Transport Act 
2013 and Road Transport (Driver Licensing) Regulation 2008.

https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+18+2013+cd+0+N
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+18+2013+cd+0+N
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/subordleg+397+2008+cd+0+N
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Demerit points thresholds in  
New South Wales 

Demerit points in New South Wales stay on your driving record, along with details of the 
offences to which they relate. 

You can check how many demerit points you have accumulated online.  You can also 
request a copy of your driving record either online, by phoning 13 22 13, or by visiting 
any registry or service centre and showing proof of identity. You cannot get the details of 
other people’s demerit points balance, driving record or their personal details. 

The demerit points thresholds that apply to each licence are: 

•	 Professional drivers – 14 points 

•	 Unrestricted licence – 13 points 

•	 P2 Provisional licence – 7 points 

•	 P1 Provisional licence – 4 points 

•	 Learner licence – 4 points 

•	 Unrestricted licence within a good behaviour period – 2 points while the good 
behaviour period is in force.

Suspension, refusal and good 
behaviour periods 

If you reach or go over the demerit points limit your licence will be suspended or refused. 
You will receive a Notice of Suspension or Refusal from Roads and Maritime Service 
indicating the date the licence suspension or refusal begins. 

The refusal periods are the same as those that apply for suspensions. For provisional 
and learner licence holders, the suspension period is 3 months. For unrestricted licence 
holders, the period of suspension is based on the number of points accumulated: 

•	 13-15 points – 3 months 

•	 16-19 points – 4 months 

•	 20 or more points – 5 months. 

https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/check-your-demerit-points
https://www.myrta.com/wps/portal/extvp/myrta/you-and-the-rta/request-driving-record/!ut/p/b1/04_SjzQyMLU0NjEwMDXTj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOINPFwDwkKNzA0Ngj3NDDydQsP8wxyNDS28DYAKIkEKcABHA0L6vfSjglILS1OLS1yKMssy89KDUpPzi1L0w_Wj8Go1MMCvwN3MGKYAt9v8PPJzU_Vzo3IssjMD0gHCxQUn/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/safety-rules/demerits/professional-drivers.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/
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If you hold an unrestricted licence and receive notice that your licence is suspended, you 
may be able to apply for a 12 month good behaviour period instead of the suspension, 
unless you are already on a good behaviour period. You must elect to serve the good 
behaviour period before the suspension period starts. Your licence will be suspended for 
a period twice as long as you initially received if you get 2 or more demerit points while 
on a good behaviour period. 

If you hold a learner’s or P1 provisional licence, any speeding offence will result in a 3 
month suspension. Additional suspension periods apply if the offence involves excessive 
speed. Police may immediately confiscate or suspend your licence if you drive without 
proper supervision.

Demerit point offences that are 
heard in court 

Where demerit point offences are heard by a court rather than through issue of an 
infringement notice: 

•	 if the court finds you not guilty, no fines or demerit points will be recorded. 

•	 if a court finds you guilty and convicts you, it will order a fine, will record the offence on 
your traffic record, and the Roads and Maritime Service will allocate the appropriate 
demerit points. 

•	 if a court finds you guilty of the offence, but dismisses the offence because of section 
10(1) of the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Act 1999, the demerit points for that 
offence will not be recorded, unless the offences occurred prior to 31 January 2011.

https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+92+1999+cd+0+N
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Double demerits, school zone 
offences and repeat offenders 

•	 During designated holiday times such as long weekends, Christmas, New Year and 
Easter, double demerit points apply for speeding, motorcycle helmet and seatbelt 
offences. They may also apply when school zones are in operation during holiday 
periods, in which case the demerit points applying for the school zone will be doubled. 

•	 School speed zones are in force on all gazetted school days, and on school 
development days. Certain driving and parking offences also attract an extra demerit 
point if the offence is committed in an operating school zone. 

•	 If you hold an unrestricted licence and exceed your demerit points twice within 
five years then you will have to pass the Driver Knowledge Test and complete an 
approved driver education course before your licence is reinstated.

https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/licence/driver/tests/driver-knowledge-test.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/roads/safety-rules/approved-driver-education-course-providers.pdf
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Remember, you are NOT alone!

Where you go from here depends on your own situation. Everyone has their 
own individual priorities and demands on their life that they need to deal with.

This information guide points you in the right direction as to what options 
might be available to get the outcome that you need—options that many of 
our clients are not aware of before talking to us.

Call now on 

1300 636 846 
7am to Midnight and speak direct 
with a Traffic Lawyer to get your 
traffic law questions answered. 
You can also request a callback at  
gotocourt.com.au/traffic-law

Scan this QR code to find more 
details about Traffic Law:

When you call the hotline you 
will speak directly with a lawyer. 
Your conversation will be treated 
with the strictest of confidentiality 
and sensitivity. At the end of the 
call you will have some clarity 
on the steps you need to take 
next and how you can have the 
best chance at an outcome that 
will ensure you will attend Court 
armed with knowledge and 
support.

https://www.gotocourt.com.au/
https://www.gotocourt.com.au/traffic-law/

